
Twenty-five years ago we  
planted windbreaks around  
the perimeter of some of our 
fields. We definitely see earlier 
germination of crops along the 
windbreak. Corn plants near the 
trees germinate 10 days ahead of 
corn planted further into the field. 
The pollination and tasseling  
is five to six days ahead too.  
The soils warm up faster. 

Bruce Whale
Dairy farmer
Drayton, ON

Our windbreaks are 15 years  
old. They’re laid out in such a  
way that they scoop the wind  
and deflect it up. This helps to 
minimize the barn odour effects 
for neighbours.  
The four rows of windbreaks  
dramatically reduce wind and 
water erosion on the long  
gently sloping farm. As well,  
the crop yield advantage is very 
noticeable, extending 10 feet  
into the field for every foot of  
tree height. This has been  
documented through various  
research projects conducted  
on the farm.

Steven Eastep
Poultry and swine farmer
Elora, ON

We can help get 
trees planted for 
your profitability.
Well-designed windbreaks and shelter-
belts will boost revenue on your farm. 
 
We’ll help you plan your windbreak 
project for maximum effectiveness, 
choose and source the right tree spe-
cies, help you search out funding for 
your project, put you in touch with 
other farmers who have completed similar 
projects, and walk with you through 
every step of the process.

We hope we’ve planted  
the seed for a great project. 

Call us today. We’re ready to help.

Contact Conservation Ontario at  
905-895-0716 or visit our web site at 
www.conservationontario.ca to find out 
more about getting your tree project 
growing.

Break wind, 
make money.
How a windbreak adds to your bottom line 
and how we can help get things growing.
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Better crops
Evidence in Ontario shows that windbreaks 
protect high-value crops, such as strawberries 
and tree fruits, from sandblasting and bruising.

Improved spray applications
Cornell University research shows better  
results where crop protection products are 
applied in fields sheltered by trees. Shelter-
belts located downwind stop drifting crop  
protection sprays from leaving the field.

Better crop pollination
Reduced wind speeds allow bees and  
other pollinating insects to do their  
yield-enhancing work.

Higher yields
Soybean yields in Southwestern Ontario 
were 25 per cent higher and corn yields 
were six to eight per cent higher in areas 
sheltered by windbreaks. Hay yields of 
mixed grasses and legumes in sheltered 
areas were 20 per cent higher than in open 
areas during 14 years of comparisons  
in Nebraska. 

Research proves 
it… money does 
grow on trees

Money Trees
Plant a line of trees and you’ll harness 
the power of multiple wind-buffering, 
air-cleaning, heat-shading powerplants. 
You’ll change the environment in your 
fields forever… and for the better.

Here’s a taste of the science-backed  
research that proves the return on 
investment from a windbreak. It only 
takes a thin strip of land to deliver  
a big payback. 

Once you see the benefits a windbreak 
can deliver to your farm, you’ll want to 
get planting right away. And we’re here   
to help. See the back of the brochure for 
contact information and get in touch today.

Earlier planting, faster emergence
Nebraska researchers say average soil  
temperatures in sheltered areas are slightly 
warmer than in unprotected areas.

Later frost in field and  
forage crops
Research from New Zealand shows that  
higher humidity levels protect the crop from 
radiative heat losses, reducing the potential 
of frost.

Increased insect predation
Researchers in South Dakota estimate that 
birds consume about 260 pounds of insects 
per half-mile of windbreak each year.

More biodiversity
Buffers invite more biodiversity. Researchers  
in Quebec found that wildlife only use  
windbreaks as a corridor between larger 
woodlots, not as a residence, thus  
minimizing any increase in crop damage.

Livestock comfort
Research shows reduced feeding costs, 
higher survival rate and increased milk 
production when livestock 
are protected 
from wind.

Lower barn costs
The Canadian Pork Council reports a 20 to 
30 per cent reduction in energy consumption 
in a 600-sow farrow-to-finish hog barn  
when it’s sheltered by a row of trees.

Reduced soil erosion
The state extension forester in Utah  
writes that windbreaks prevent wind  
erosion for a distance of 10 to 20 times 
their height downwind.

Better odour control
A well-planned windbreak can reduce odour 
by causing increased turbulence – which 
moves air and odour plumes up and away 
from the source.

Safer roads
Windbreaks can significantly reduce  
blowing and drifting snow on roads when 
positioned 15 to 100 metres or more from 
the edge of the roadway.
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