
 

 

 

 

Research Funding and Priorities 

Ontario Pork Research Fund 

Research and development that provides knowledge, practices and information to allow the industry to continue to 

advance is highly valued by Ontario producers.  Their commitment to research is exemplified by their creation and 

maintenance of the Ontario Pork Research Fund.  Pork producers in the province contribute 10 cents per hog marketed 

to this fund.  

A call for proposals is sent out to Canadian agricultural researchers annually by Ontario Pork.  Proposals are reviewed 

and selected by the Research Committee which is composed of producers and swine industry consultants.  The Research 

Committee makes recommendations to the Ontario Pork board of directors on expenditures from the research budget. 

The recommendations support priorities and outcomes that are responsive and receptive to the needs of pig producers 

in Ontario.  

Ontario Pork and seven other Canadian provinces support Swine Innovation Porc (SIP), a non-profit corporation 

committed to facilitating research in the Canadian swine sector.  Provincial pork contributions are used to leverage 

federal government funding allowing large multi-year, multi-facility projects in swine research to be completed.  One 

quarter of the Ontario Pork Research Fund goes to SIP while the remaining funds are granted through the internal 

research process. 

Ontario Pork Research Priorities 

Production 

Production incorporates the areas of Herd Health, Nutrition, Environment and Reproduction which are critical for the 

future success of the Ontario swine industry.  Through investment, it is important to strive for improvement in disease 

monitoring, diagnoses, treatment and prevention and production parameters related to reproduction on Ontario pig 

farms.  In addition, Ontario is looking to invest in nutrition strategies which promote excellent average daily gain and 

feed intake, while considering animal health, welfare and cost. Investment in environmental research includes the 

investigation of new techniques and management strategies which impact the environment within and outside of the 

barn. 

Economics 

The measure of success in this priority would be to manage the production economics in such a manner to achieve 

Competitiveness in the North American and global markets and to achieve Business Sustainability. Research in this area 

will invest in market intelligence and engage the value chain partners to cultivate value added markets 

Societal Trends and Perceptions 

Specific areas of focus under this broad research priority are Animal Welfare and Consumer Perceptions of pork and 

pork production.  Research is required that will demonstrate science-based management practices throughout the value 

chain, which will promote good animal welfare and gain the trust of consumers all at a sustainable cost for producers. 

The ultimate goal is to receive positive public recognition and cultivate trust by identifying and addressing consumer 

perception and welfare concerns. 

Innovation 

Innovation is recognized as being a significant and integral element within all research areas. Under this broad research 

priority specific areas of focus identified include: Health Benefits and other attributes of pork, Products and Process 

Development. 

 


