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Today’s Pig Farm
Ontario’s 1,600 pork producers market 4.9 million hogs and devote their 
time to raising their animals and producing safe, high-quality, delicious 
pork. We’re proud of our industry and the contribution our farm families 

make to the local communities and provincial economy. 

Typical farms market between 500 and 3,000 pigs per year. Some raise 
pigs of all ages, while others specialize in purebred pigs or just one age 
group. Production methods have changed and evolved over the years. 

Enhanced genetics and animal nutrition makes our local Ontario  
pork some of the best in the world.

98% of  
Canadian hog 

farms are family 
owned and 

operated.



Part of a Community
We care about public health, safety and natural resources because we 
live, farm and raise our families in rural communities across Ontario.  

As hog farmers we feel it is important to be involved and actively 
contribute to community events across the province. For example, 

local pork producers volunteer their time and pork products by hosting 
church and community suppers, fundraisers, participate in fairs, festivals 

and educational events, support youth clubs and much more.

Ontario Pork  
producers have 

donated over  
$90,000 to the 

Ontario Association  
of Food Banks  

since1998,  
with an additional 

commitment for 2014.  



Quality Assurance
Ontario’s hog farmers are committed to sound farming practices. In 

Ontario, 98% of hog farmers are enrolled in the Canadian Quality Assurance 
(CQA®) and Animal Care Assessment programs that promote and 

demonstrate responsible on-farm food safety protocols  
and pork production standards. 

The Code of Practice for the Care and Handling of Pigs is another tool  
we use that outlines and promotes sound husbandry  

and animal welfare practices.

No hormones 
are used in any 

Canadian hog 
production and 
antibiotics are  

only used to  
treat disease.



Farmers Care for their Animals
Today’s farming methods strive to ensure a consistent, top-quality food 

product for the consumer by raising our animals in a clean and well-managed 
environment. Our goal as farmers is to maintain high husbandry standards  

while keeping production costs economical.

Codes of practice help us to continuously improve our animal welfare outcomes 
and cover elements including housing systems, spacing requirements,  

pain control, behaviour enrichment, building  
and feed requirements.  

Pigs may be housed in groups, 
stalls or a combination of both.  

Proper barn management ensures 
the safety, care, and  

well-being of the animals are met.



Birth – A sow’s gestation (pregnancy) lasts for about 
three months, three weeks and three days. On average a sow 
will have 8 to 12 piglets in a litter. Typically she will give birth 
twice a year. 

Farrowing pen – This pen is designed 
to keep the sow and piglets safe while they 
are nursing. Sows nurse their piglets for two to 
four weeks, until the piglets are weaned from 
milk and begin to eat a solid based diet.  

Nursery – When the piglets are weaned 
from the sow they move to the nursery barn 
where they are fed a grain based feed in the 
form of a pellet and usually kept in groups in a 
warm barn. The piglets are grouped based on 
their size. This is important otherwise bigger 
piglets may bully smaller ones and injure them. 

Slatted floors – Allow manure and urine to fall 
through to keep the pens and pigs clean and dry. 

Grower-finisher – Pigs are moved 
into another barn when they reach 25 kg. 
They are fed a specific diet and are raised 
until they reach 110 kg. These are the pigs 
that supply us with pork. 

Trucking – Market hogs are sent to processing plants on 
trucks designed just for pigs. There are rules and regulations 
for transporting pigs in Canada, including how many pigs can 
go on each truck. 

Market – Each animal is inspected, and quickly and 
humanely euthanized at the processing plant. They must follow 
strict government guidelines for processing and handling 
animals.   

Houses of straw, stick or bricks?
Contrary to the movies, pigs in Canada live in barns, not 
outside in the mud. Why you ask? Barns are designed to 
provide pigs with the ideal environment. Barns protect them 
from extreme hot and cold weather, predators, and disease. 

The life of a pig
Pigs have a very unique lifestyle compared to many other farm animals raised in Canada. 

Breeding stock – Farmers select 
the pigs with the best genetics and most 
desirable traits to stay on the farm to add to 
their herd or replace existing pigs.

Transportation
Market hogs are sent to processing plants on trucks designed just for 

pigs. Minimizing stress throughout the transportation cycle is important 
to the health of the animal and can even have an impact on meat quality. 

Communication and education for those individuals who transport livestock 
is important. Livestock transporters are licensed and follow rules and 

regulations.  They continually receive training and follow specific hot and cold 
weather guidelines and animal handling and loading requirements.  Trucks 

are cleaned between each group of pigs to ensure optimal  
sanitary travelling conditions.  

Livestock 
transporters must 

comply with  
safety regulations  

for the road as 
established by the 

Ontario Ministry  
of Transportation. 



Biosecurity
Most pigs in Canada are kept in barns to provide protection from 

predators, extreme weather, parasites and disease. Barns maintain an 
optimal environment with ventilation systems that control temperature 
and humidity. Strict sanitation and restricted farm entry programs are 

designed to help farmers maintain optimal animal health and biosecurity.

Pigs can be aggressive by nature and competitive for food and space, so 
the animals are often kept either individually or in small groups to ensure 

their social and nutritional needs are met.  

A crucial way to prevent  
swine illness is through 
biosecurity which refers  

to management measures  
taken to prevent disease  

agents from being 
introduced and spreading 

to and/or from the 
animals or their proximity.



Animal Nutrition
Pigs are fed grain-based, nutritionally balanced rations often in a pelleted form. These 
complete rations are typically based on corn, soybean and barley, with vitamins and 

minerals added to balance dietary requirements for each stage  
of growth and reproduction. 

Many Ontario farms are diverse with livestock and crops and the manure produced by  
pigs provides valuable nutrients to be recycled back to the land as  

a natural fertilizer for the next field crop.



Producer Profile
Brothers Bruce and Brian Hudson are the 6th generation to own and operate 

Panmure Farms Ltd. since their ancestors arrived from Leeds County,  
England and purchased property in 1832. 

Bruce and Brian currently run the farrow-to-finish and cash crop operation. 
Hudson’s Farm Fresh produce supplies sweet corn and other fresh produce to the 

Ottawa Valley and the West end of the City of Ottawa.

The Hudsons work with Rideau Meats in Smith Falls for freezer and  
BBQ orders, which are available in all sizes, year-round.  



Environmental Initiatives
We are leaders in on-farm environmental initiatives. We abide by and often 
exceed the requirements of a wide variety of environmental laws, including 

the Environmental Protection Act, Lakes and Rivers Improvement Act, 
Ontario Water Resources Act and the Ontario Pesticides Act.

Few people are more dependent on soil and water than farmers.

We work with plants and animals on a daily basis  and taking care of 
renewable resources such as land and water benefits  

all of our communities.

Manure 
applications, 
building designs, 
and feeding 
modifications are 
all practices pig 
farms employ 
to help the 
environment.



Research
Research and development has always been a cornerstone of the Ontario 

swine industry and provides valuable knowledge, practices and information 
that allows the sector to continue to advance.  Innovation provides industry 

benefits to pork producers in many areas across the pork value chain 
including animal and human health, nutrition,  

environment and reproduction.

Pork producers have funded a chairperson of animal welfare research and an 
online public research database on environmental agricultural practices in 

North America at the Prairie Swine Centre in Saskatchewan.

A study at processing 
plants during the  
summer of 2012  
showed that fans  
blowing air across  
a trailer full of  
hogs helped to  
reduce stress and  
improve welfare.



Contribution to the Provincial Economy
The Ontario hog industry contributes to the provincial economy in many ways 

by paying wages, purchasing inputs, utilities, transportation, and so on:

l  $523 million in GDP.          l  $2.1 billion in economic output.

l  13,397 full-time job equivalents (FTEs).

l  Ontario’s share of the North American hog market was 3.8% in 2012. 

l  The pork industry in Ontario accounts for 1 in 8 jobs, and it is estimated that 
total industry output from farm gate sales is worth $5.6 billion  

to the Ontario economy. 

Ontario pork consumption is  
22.07 kg per person of which  

11.5 kg is imported.



Canadian Pork Landscape
Trade agreements including the Comprehensive Economic and Trade 

Agreement with Canada and the European Union and the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership are good for the Canadian pork sector as they broaden the 

global trading network for our products and bring value to our economy.  

The U.S and Russia are Canada’s major 
pork export markets, followed by Japan, 
China and South Korea to round out to 
the top 5 (2012).  Canada is proud to 

also export to an additional 95 countries.

2012 Ontario  
Trade Market Imports Exports

Metric tonnes 155,643 214,292 
Equivalent # of pigs 1.61 million 2.2 million 

*Value in $ $658 million $547 million 

Source: Statistics Canada, 
Agriculture and Agri-Food 

Canada, Ontario Pork, 
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture 

and Food, Ministry of Rural 
Affairs, University of Guelph-

Ridgetown Campus.

*Higher value ($/kg) in imports 
relative to exports because  

of higher proportion of  
processed products.



Twitter:  @OntarioPork  
 @porkisyummy

Facebook:  ontarioporkfanpage

YouTube:  ontarioporkfarmers  
 ontarioporkrecipes

Pinterest:  ontariopork

Ontario Pork 
655 Southgate Drive 

Guelph, Ontario  N1G 5G6

ontariopork.on.ca


